A Historic Cae

" »» Ben Franklin {(with cane, center) and George
Washington (raising hat, right) were among the
delegates tothe Constitutionat Conventmn in 1787
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{s sick and wants powerful remedxes
espowerful remedy he pre
ing central government.

her delegates:
called the “Fathe

RECALL Why was James Madison consideredth
- best prepared delegate at the Convention?

Star+ Here,

Disagreements Over a

New Government

Soon after the meeting began, the delegates
realized they would have to do more than
simply revise the Articles of Confederatio
They chose instead to write an entirely nev
constitution for the nation. They disagreed



jrginia and New Jersey Plans

/- VIRGINIA PLAN

» Population as basis for
“house representation
Two houses with seats
‘basedon population
One house is elected by
“the‘people, the other
‘house by state legisiators
Chief executiveis chosen
ythe legislature
Judicial branch is chosen
by the legislature

sheir approach to the exscutive branch of government?

owever, about what form the new national
overnment should take.

irginia Proposes a Plan Edmund
Randolph and James Madison, both from
Virginia, proposed a plan for the new
government. This Virginia Plan called for
a strong national government with three
branches. The legislative branch would

The executive branch would carry out
-the laws. The judicial branch, or system

of courts, would decide whether laws or the

Constitution were violated.

~ According to the Virginia Plan, the

legislature would consist of two houses.

Seats would be awarded on the basis of

than smaller ones. Under the Articles of
Confederation, each state, regardless of
Population, only had one vote in Congress.

> Analyze Information How did the New Jersey Plan and Virginia Plan differ

" opposed the Virginia Plan. They feared

NEW JERSEY PLAN

» Drafted in response 1o
Virginia Plan

+ One house with one seat
and one vote regardiess
of population as in the
Articles of Confederation

e Executive branch consists
of several executives

« Judicial branch is chosen by
the executive branch

New Jersey Disagrees Small states

that the large states could easily outvote
them in Congress. Supporters of the
Virginia Plan replied that it was only fair
for a state with more people to have more
representatives.

After two weeks of debate, William
Paterson of New Jersey presented a
plé.n that had the support of the small
states. Like the Virginia Plan, the New
Jersey Plan called for three branches of |
government. However, it provided for a i1
legislature that had only one house. Each e
state, regardless of its population, would .51 ‘
have one vote in the legislature. |

F4 IDENTIEY MAIN IDEAS What was the essential i
differance beiween the Virginia Plan anc the New (s
Jersey Plan? i

s
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slaves, and slaves are
unabie to vote.

TRE Q@Mpm@MEs'"

Each slave coungs
Pl

as § of a person,

HE SOUTHERN VIEW
Our slaves should be counted as partof
our popuiation and representation,

Three-Fifths Compromise? :

Once again, the delegates compromised.
They agreed that three fifths of the
enslaved peopie in any state would be

i
- In other words, if a state had 5,000
enslaved residents, 3,000 of them would be
included in the state’s population count.

is agreement became known as the
hree-Fifths Compromise.

- The fraction in the Three-Fifths .
Jompromise had come from a rule in the
Articles of Confederation. That rule tied
Aaxes'to population and counted only three
fifths of enslaved residents when a state
Was being taxed. The new compromise
‘balanced the concerns of Northerners _
Id Southerners by using the three-fifths
Tie—which had already been agreed
Onf-fas an acceptable way to assign both
resentatives and taxes to each state.

Urther Disagreement Over Slavery
There Was another disagreement over
Slavery, By 1787, some northern states

»» Based on the information presented, how did southern sfates benefit from the

= THREE-FIFTHS COMPROMISE

e
_ COURTING

had banned the slave trade within their
borders. Delegates from these states urgeci
that the slave trade be banned in the entire
nation. Southerners argued that such a
ban would ruin their economy.

In the end, northern and southern
states compromised once more.

- Northerners agreed that Congress could

not outlaw the slave trade for at least 20
years. After that, Congress could regulate
the slave trade if it wished. Northerners
also agreed that no state could stop a
person fleeing slavery from being returned
to an owner.

K4 IDENTIEY CENTRAL IDEAS Why did many of the
northern states object to including enslaved people in
population counts?
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