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Name:  _________________

Read page 206 in your textbook and answer the three questions below.  When you are finished begin the three branches super hero project.  
1.  What is limited government?

2.  Describe the concept of separation of powers.

3.  Explain the concept of checks and balances.
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Explore the ideas of ‘separation of powers’ and ‘checks and balances’ through focused learning on one branch.  
	Structure and Separation of Powers

Legislative Branch – page. 207-210

Executive Branch – page 210-212

Judicial Branch – page 212-213
	Checks and Balances

Info for all three branches - page 214



My assigned branch of government:  ________________________
Structure:  What people or groups of people make up your branch?

Separation of Powers:  What are its some of its powers?  

Checks and Balances:  

1.  What powers does it have over the other two branches?
2.  What powers do other branches have over it?

Three Branches Super Hero Group activity


Task:  Make your branch into a super hero.  You will work with 2-3 people to create a poster of your super hero that displays its powers as well as how it checks and balances the powers of the other two branches.  Include a key on your poster if symbols are used to represent powers or weaknesses.  

Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Separation of Powers
	Demonstrates a strong understanding of the powers branch of government. Accurately represents all of the powers.  Student creatively and clearly weaves them into the personality of a superhero with the use of symbolism and key to help represent and explain.
	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the powers branch of government. Accurately represents all of the powers. 
	Demonstrates a weak understanding of the powers branch of government. Represents some of the powers, or all of the powers with errors.
	Demonstrates a little understanding of the powers of the branch of government. Contains many errors or is missing a significant number of checks and balances.

	Checks and Balances
	Demonstrates a strong understanding of the powers that the branch has over the other two branches and the powers that the other two have over it.  All of the checks and balances on the other two branches are included.  Student creatively and clearly weaves them into the personality of the superhero with the use of symbolism and key to help represent and explain.  
	Demonstrates a basic understanding of the powers that the branch has over the other two branches.  All checks and balances on the other two branches are included.  
	Demonstrates a strong understanding of the powers that the branch has over the other two branches.  All checks and balances on the other two branches are included with errors, or most are included.  
	Demonstrates little understanding of the checks and balances.  Contains many errors or is missing a significant number of the checks and balances. 


Alaska State Performance Standards:  
GC.B.1 Understand the ideals of this nation as expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.
GC.B3 Understand the US Constitution, including separation of powers, the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government, majority rule, and minority rights.  
