
8th Grade US History  
Summative Assessment – Reflective Essay 
 

Religious Topics Political and Economic Topics 

Protestant Reformation 
Church of England (Henry VIII) 
Puritans (including Pilgrims) 
Quakers 
 

Triangular Trade 
Mercantilism 
Smuggling 
French and Indian War 
Proclamation Line of 1763 
Quartering Act 
Taxation without Representations (Stamp, Townshend, Tea Acts) 
Boston Massacre 
Boston Tea Party 

 
When is it OK to rebel?          
Assignment Overview:  You are to write a 2 paragraph essay using what we have learned about religious, political, 
and economic rebellion during colonial times.  Your entire reflection should be between 500-700 words.  Your 
reflection is due by 3:00 on December 16. (Next Tuesday) 
 
Reflective Essay Paragraph 1        Religion and Beliefs 
Directions:  Use the “Religious Topics” list above to answer the question:  “When is it OK to rebel?”  Answer the 
question in 200-300 words.  Support your ideas with evidence from what you learned about rebellion in religious 
history.  Use the questions below to help form your answers. 
 

1. How and why is the event an example of rebellion? 
2. Why was it OK that they rebelled?  Why wasn’t it OK that they rebelled? 

 
Reflective Essay Paragraph 2        Politics 
Directions:  Use the “Political and Economic Topics” list above to answer the question “When is it OK to rebel?”  
Answer the question in 200-300 words.  Support your ideas with evidence from what you learned about rebellion in 
political and economic history. Use the questions below to help form your answers. 
 

1. How and why is the event an example of rebellion? 
2. Why was it OK that they rebelled?  Why wasn’t it OK that they rebelled? 

 

 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star 

Rebellion and 
Colonial America 

Understanding of a 
variety of religious and 
political events that shape 
our country is clear and 
events are used as 
evidence to support ideas 
on rebellion. “When is it 
OK to rebel?” is clearly 
answered. 

Understanding of 
religious and political 
events that shape our 
country is clear and 
events are used as 
evidence to support ideas 
on rebellion.   

Understanding of 
religious and/or 
political events that 
shape our country is 
evident.  Events may or 
may not be used as 
evidence to support 
ideas.  

Understanding of religious 
and/or political events that 
shape our country is weak as 
determined through the 
explanation.  Events are not 
included as evidence or are 
flawed.   

Rebellion and ways 
of rebellion and 
society 

Clearly explains how 
colonial rebellion affects 
the society.  Uses a 
variety of historical 
evidence to support ideas.  
Pro and anti-rebellion 
perspectives are included. 
“When is it OK to 
rebel?” is clearly 
answered. 

Clearly explains how 
colonial rebellion affects 
the society.  Uses 
historical evidence to 
support ideas. Pro and 
anti-rebellion perspectives 
are included. 

Explains how colonial 
rebellion affects the 
society.  Historical 
evidence may or may 
not be used to support 
ideas. 

Explains how colonial rebellion 
affects the society but 
explanation has significant 
errors. Historical evidence is 
not provided or is flawed.   

 


